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Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy
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Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability:

A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning

difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or

her. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:
e has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age

e has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of educational facilities of a kind

generally provided for others of the same age inmgiRsge chools.
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Admissions Policy

Children are admitted in the autumn term of the academic year in which they become 5. All pupils are welcome,
including those with special educational needs, in accordance with the new Code of Practice and the LA
admissions policy. Code of Practice 2014 chapter 1 section 1:27

Under Section 316 of the Education Act 1996 states that, “If a parent wishes to have their child with a Statement
(or EHCP) to be educated in mainstream the LA must provide a place, unless this is incompatible with the
efficient education of other children and there are no reasonable steps that can be taken to prevent this
incompatibility.”




Coordination of Special Educational Provision

Special educational provision is an integral part of the school’s development plan.
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCO), in conjunction with the Link Governor, the
Head Teacher, Senior Management/Leadership Team and Class Teachers, has oversight over the schools Special
Educational Needs and Disability Policy and provision by:
¢ Liaising with and advising fellow teachers.
Overseeing the records of all pupils with SEND and maintaining the Special Needs Record.
Liaising with parents and pupils.
Contributing to in-service training for staff
Liaising with LA support services and other external agencies, such as specialist teaching services,
ntal Health Service (CAMHS), health and social
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Funding for Special Educational N

Funding for Special Educational Needs will be delegated to schools according to the LA formula.

The head teacher is responsible for overseeing the SEND budget. The SEND budget and budgets within other

curriculum areas provide the following resources:

¢ LSA support for those children with a Statement of Special Educational Need/ EHCP.

e LSA support to run intervention programmes.

¢ SENDCO non-contact time for liaison with external agencies, assessment, record keeping, monitoring and
review.

e Courses for staff to attend to increase knowledge and development

¢ Range of books, basic skills resources and materials, including IT software to suit pupils with a variety of
needs and disabilities.



Identification of pupils with SEND and determining and reviewing their needs

Within the guidelines of the revised SEND Code of Practice 2015, pupils’ special educational needs and disabilities
fall into the following four broad areas:

¢ Communication and Interaction
¢ Cognition and Learning
¢ Social, Emotional and Mental Health

e Sensory and Physical Difficulties
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Initial Concerns:
When a class teacher becomes concerfié pected, the class teacher will record
relevant observations and assessment infor B discussions with other staff, including
classroom or teaching assistants, parent/carers and the child. The class teacher completes an Initial Concerns
form and will meet with the SENDCO. The class teacher/SENDCO will arrange to meet the pupil’s parents/carers
to discuss the areas of concern; strengths; home support; targets and review timescale. A decision will then be
made as to whether or not to place a child on the SEN record.




SEN support:

If the strategies implemented at the Initial Concerns Stage do not result in sufficient progress, the class teacher
will discuss this with parents, child and SENDCO and the child will be placed on the SEND record.
¢ The class teacher (with support from the SENDCO if required) devises interventions additional to or
different from those provided as part of the school’s differentiated curriculum.
¢ The class teacher is responsible for working with the child on a daily basis and for planning and delivering
an individualized programme. Where the interventions involve group or one-to-one teaching away from
the main class, the class teacher still retains re:;fonsmlllty for the pupil, working closely with any teaching

assistants or specialist staff mvolved to D ss the impact of interventions. The SENDCO offers
advice, support and take Es enj ofpeag ch|Id s strengths and weaknesses.
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Complaints procedure:

Where a parent has differences of opinion, or difficulties concerning the provision offered for their child, the
following points of contact for discussion can be made:

= Class teacher

= Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCO)

= Head Teacher

= Parent Partnership

=> School governors

Where informal discussions have been exhausted without resolving matters, then the LA’s statutory SEN
disagreement resolution process may offer a way forward.



The Role of the Governors in evaluating success of education provision for pupils with Special
Educational Needs and Disability:

Governors are responsible for ensuring:

¢ the maintenance of accurate, up-to-date records by the SENDCO and other staff

e the monitoring of classroom practice by school senior management and SENDCO

e analysis of pupil tracking data and test results for individuals and groups of children

¢ the monitoring of value-added data for pupils on the school’s SEN Record has been completed

¢ monitoring of procedures and practice by designated SEN governor

¢ school self-evaluation is completed

¢ recommendations from OFSTED inspection re rts are foIIowed

¢ that any element of the School Develop Plan with regard to SEN is completed and
monitored

Transfer Arrangements:
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